[Treatment strategies for metastatic patients in bladder cancer].
Advanced urothelial cancer remains a very serious disease. The mainstray of patients' care is systemic chemotherapy. In the last three decades, most of the progress resulted in limiting the toxicity of treatments either by using granulocytic growth factors or by using drug combinations which proved to be less toxic than that described previously. However, very little changed in terms of efficacy, median overall survival remaining in the range of 14 months. One step forward consisted in definishing subgroups of patients, according to prognostic factors. This takes a particular importance at a time when a new drug, vinflunine succeeded in showing a survival advantage as a second line chemotherapy versus best supportive care alone in these patients. Further improvement is expected from a better knowledge of tumor biology, which may allow targeted therapies to be beneficial for these patients.